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Applying Qur'anic Hermeneutical Criteria in Identifying
and Critiquing Some Contemporary Emerging Sects
Faezeh Ebrahimi!
Mohammad-Tagqi Sazandegi’
Abstract
The creeping and silent spread of emerging sects since the twentieth
century within the Islamic society has become a serious threat to religious
culture and the Qur’anic identity of Muslim communities. Therefore,
recognizing deviant sects has become an essential necessity in the fields of
religious studies and Islamic societal development. This study aims to
provide a methodological framework for evaluating some contemporary
emerging sects by focusing on Qur’anic hermeneutical criteria. The main
research question is: What are the Qur’anic epistemic indicators for
identifying and critiquing certain modern emerging sects? The central
hypothesis is that Qur’anic teachings offer clear and trans-historical
criteria for assessing the validity or deviation of religious doctrines. By
applying these criteria to contemporary movements such as the Baha'i
Faith, Raélism, Sathya Sai Baba, and the "Erfan-e Halgheh" (Circle of
Divine Knowledge), their doctrinal deviations can be clearly revealed. The
objective of this research is to articulate the Qur’anic epistemic criteria for
recognizing the aforementioned deviant sects. The study employs a
descriptive-analytical approach and relies on library-based sources in the
fields of Qur’anic exegesis and firaq (sects) studies. Findings indicate that
key epistemic indicators — such as determinism (jabr), rejection of
intercession (tawassul) and mediation, belief in reincarnation, anti-
rationalism or hyper-rationalism, inclination toward superstition, and the
blending of truth with falsehood — are among the most significant signs of
deviation in the examined sects. The final conclusion is that employing
Qur’anic epistemic criteria can serve as an effective and scripturally
grounded tool for purifying religious practice from the teachings of deviant
sects.
Keywords
Emerging Sects, Deviant Sects (al-Firaq al-Munharifa), Qur’anic
Indicators, Doctrinal Evaluation, Religious Rationality, Comparative
Sectarian Studies.

1. Level 3 Researcher, Department of Qur’anic Exegesis and Quranic Sciences, Al-Zahra

(S) University, Qom, Iran.
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic History and Civilization, Dar al-Hikmah

Higher Education Institute, Qom, Iran.



An Analysis of Economic Approaches in Qur'anic Verses
151-153 of Surah al-An‘am
(with Emphasis on Poverty Prevention, Orphan’s Wealth
Management, and Justice in Transactions)
Reza Mollazadeh Yamchi!
Meysam Sha’ib?

Abstract
Verses 151-153 of Surah al-An‘am, as foundational commandments and
muhkamat (definitive verses) of the Qur’an, provide significant economic
guidance. However, despite the attention given to these verses by exegetes and
scholars of figh al-Qur’an (jurisprudence derived from the Qur’an), a systematic
analysis of their economic implications — particularly in establishing the
foundations of a justice-oriented economic system — remains underexplored.
This study aims to extract and elucidate the economic principles embedded in
these verses, with a focus on poverty alleviation, management of orphans’
wealth, and justice in transactions. It seeks to answer the central question: What
principles and practical solutions do these verses offer for establishing a just
economic system aligned with the "Straight Path" (al-sirat al-mustagim)?
Employing an interpretive-analytical approach and qualitative content analysis
of classical tafsir literature and works on figh al-Qur’an, the findings indicate
that these verses, while prohibiting the killing of children out of fear of poverty
(imlaq) and emphasizing Allah’s role as the ultimate Provider (al-Razzaq), also
stress the necessity of safeguarding and nurturing orphans’ property "in the best
possible way" until they reach maturity and sound judgment. Furthermore, the
verses emphasize the obligation to maintain full and equitable measure and
weight (bi’l-qist) in commercial exchanges. Justice in speech — even when
dealing with close relatives (walaw kana dha qurba) — and the fulfillment of
covenants, including economic contracts, are identified as essential pillars for
trust and integrity in economic relations. An analysis of verse 153 reveals that
these guidelines are integral components of the "Straight Path", and adherence
to them is presented as the pathway to taqwa (piety) and the foundational basis
for a just and ethical economic order.
Keywords:
Qur’anic Economic Verses, Figh al-Qur’an, Poverty Prevention, Justice in
Transactions, the Economic Straight Path (al-Sirat al-Mustagim), the Ten
Commandments (al-Wasdya al- ‘Ashr).

1. Postdoctoral Researcher, Department of Qur’anic Sciences and Hadith, Faculty of
Theology, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

2. Ph.D. Graduate, Department of Jurisprudence and Islamic Law, Faculty of Theology,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.



A Comparative Analysis of the Similarities and Differences

between the Qur'anic and Biblical Perspectives on Prayer
Marziyeh Faal Mohammadi !

Abstract

Human beings seek to fulfill their needs through communication with the
boundless divine power, and prayer (du‘a) is the most significant means of
establishing this connection. For this reason, prayer has always held a
central place across history and within various religions. This article aims
to conduct a comparative examination of the themes of prayer from the
perspectives of the Qur’an and the Bible, elucidating their points of
convergence and divergence in order to take a step toward a deeper human
understanding of this divine mercy. The research is theoretical in purpose
and comparative in methodology, relying on primary sources — the Qur’an
and the Bible — as well as exegetical references for analysis. It seeks to
answer the following question: What similarities and differences exist
between the Qur’anic and Biblical themes of prayer? The study employs a
library-based (documentary) research method. The most significant
findings regarding similarities include: shared thematic concerns in prayer,
emphasis on its importance and necessity, its transcendence of time and
space, and finally, common factors influencing the acceptance of prayer
and its required conditions. As for differences, the study identifies a clear
distinction in the centrality of tawhid (monotheism) within prayer themes,
as well as variations in the language, expressions, and formulations of
prayer.

Keywords:

The Bible, Comparative Study, Prayer (Du ‘a), the Qur’an, Themes of
Prayer.

1. Level 3 Theology Student, Department of Qur’anic Exegesis and Quranic Sciences, Al-
Zahra (S) University, Qom.



A Theological-Exegetical Study of the Prophet’s (PBUH)
and Imams’ (AS) Knowledge of the Unseen
in the Thought of Allamah Tabatabai

Hossein Soltani Esferizi’

Abstract

The issue of the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) and the Infallible Imams’ (AS)
knowledge of the unseen (‘ilm bi al-ghayb) is one of the foundational topics in
Islamic theology, long debated among Muslim scholars and thinkers. Allamah
Sayyed Muhammad Hussain Tabataba’i, as a prominent Shi’a exegete and an
innovative intellectual, has addressed this issue through his distinctive
theological and Qur’anic interpretive approach. This study primarily seeks to
answer the following question: How does Allamah Tabataba’i define the scope
and nature of the Prophet’s (PBUH) and Imams’ (AS) knowledge of the unseen,
and on what theological-exegetical grounds does he deploy his arguments? The
research methodology is descriptive-analytical, centered on an examination of
al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an and other key works of Allamah. The findings
indicate that, according to Allamah Tabataba’i, knowledge of the unseen in its
essential and absolute form belongs solely to Allah. The Prophet (PBUH) and
the Imams (AS), by divine permission and will, partake in this knowledge only
to the extent allowed by their existential capacity. Relying on the principle of
"interpreting the Qur’an by the Qur’an" and supported by rational arguments,
Allamah emphasizes that while the knowledge of the Infallibles (AS) of the
unseen is extensive and comprehensive, it does not entail any role in altering or
bringing about external events; rather, it is merely a reflection of divine will and
decree. Thus, his viewpoint constitutes a synthesis of exegetical insight and
theological reasoning, offering a coherent and rational account of the Infallibles’
(AS) epistemic status in relation to the unseen — one that remains consistent with
both Qur’anic teachings and rational principles.

Keywords:

Infallible Imam (AS), Al-Mizan Tafsir, Interpreting the Qur’an by the Qur’an,
Allamah Tabataba’i (RA), Knowledge of the Unseen (‘llm bi al-Ghayb), the
Prophet (PBUH), the Unseen (al-Ghayb).

1. Graduate from Isfahan Seminary (Hawzah Ilmiyyah.
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A Critical Study of the Claim Regarding "Attachment to
Illusion" in Six Verses of the Holy Qur'an
Mohammad-Hossein Shoorgashti!
Morad-Ali Shoorgashti?
Abstract
The issue of "*Atf ‘ala al-Tawahhum" (Attachment to Illusion) is one of
the topics in Arabic grammar and falls under the category of "Tawabi‘"
(Subordinate Elements). Although grammarians have discussed this
concept and expressed various opinions about it, there is a divergence of
views among them regarding its actual presence or absence in the Noble
Qur’an. Certain Qur’anic verses are syntactically constructed in a way that
some classical grammarians have identified as instances of "“Atf ‘ala al-
Tawahhum". This study specifically examines the claim that this type of
coordination occurs in six particular Qur’anic verses. Accordingly, the
main objective of this research is to answer the following question: How
valid is the claim of "Attachment to Illusion" with regard to these six
verses? To this end, the verses in question and their syntactic structures are
attentively analyzed. The research methodology is library-based, and the
data are processed through a descriptive-analytical approach. The findings
indicate that all the verses cited as examples of "“Atf ‘ala al-Tawahhum"
exhibit alternative syntactic constructions that are more linguistically and
contextually plausible than the supposed structure of attachment to
illusion.
Keywords:
Hllusion (Tawahhum), Attachment to lllusion (‘Atf ‘ala al-Tawahhum),
Semantic Coordination (‘Atf ‘ala al-Ma ‘na), Syntactic Ellipsis, Improper
Coordination.

1. Level 4 Student of Theology, Rashad Seminary, Qom.

2 .Ph.D. in Qur’anic and Hadith Sciences, Imam Khomeini (RA) Educational and Research
Institute.



An Analytical Re-examination of the Prophet’s (PBUH)
Tenfold Testimony on the Imamate of Amir al-Mu'minin
(AS): A Study Based on Imam Jawad'’s (AS) Interpretation
of the Verse 'Fulfill the Covenants' (Qur'an 5:1)
Leila Ebrahimi'
Mahdi Dorosti 2

Abstract

Imam Jawad (AS) cites, within an interpretive hadith on the verse "O you who
believe! Fulfill the covenants" (Qur’an 5:1), that the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) explicitly affirmed the Imamate of Amir al-Mu’minin Ali (AS) on ten
distinct occasions. This article, adopting an analytical-narrative approach and
drawing upon authentic hadith and exegetical sources, seeks to answer the
following question: How does the narration of Imam Jawad (AS) concerning
this verse refer to these ten occasions of the Prophet’s (PBUH) designation of
Ali (AS) as Imam, and what conceptual and thematic analysis can be offered of
these instances? The findings indicate that these occasions — which include
specific titles and epithets, linguistic and contextual indications, public
announcements, demands for allegiance, and covenant-taking —demonstrate the
profound emphasis of the Prophet (PBUH) on establishing the doctrine of
Imamate after his passing. This re-examination not only clarifies the semantic
connection between Imam Jawad’s (AS) narration and the cited verse, but also
reveals that the event of Ghadir was not an isolated incident, but rather the
culmination of the Prophet’s (PBUH) continuous and strategic efforts to
proclaim and solidify the divine leadership of Ali ibn Abi Talib (AS).
Keywords:

Imamate in the Qur’an, Awwfu bi al- ‘Uqud (Fulfill the Covenants), Hadith of
Covenant-Keeping, the Epic of Ghadir, Occasions of the Declaration of
Wilayah.

1. Level 4 Researcher, Al-Zahra (S) University (Corresponding Author).
2. Level 3 Student of Theology, Qom Seminary (Hawzah).
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